Report DAP – GSMT 10th & 11th August 2011

Disability Advocacy Programme (DAP) 
GSMT, Yavatmal, Maharashtra
Field visit on 9th Aug 2011
DAP on 10th and 11th Aug 2011
Documented by: C. Mahesh, Advocacy Coordinator, CBR Forum

Outcome Indicators: achieved during the DAP and by the partner NGOs/ DPOs in the last 6 months
1. Enhanced awareness on Human Rights, Entitlements, Policies and Programmes among 7 CBR Personnel and 30 DPO leaders/ members 

2. 4 Human Rights issues affecting the lives of PWDs acted upon by DPOs 

3. 0 linkages developed with other DPOs/ Peoples organizations at Panchayat/ Block/ Dist level 

4. 0 systemic changes brought about by DPO advocacy actions – achieved by the partner NGOs/ DPOs in the last 6 months

5. 1 DAPs conducted at partner level independently/ 3 DAPs planned independently 

6. 0 DAPs covered by media/ 1 DAPs planned independently

Highlight of the Field visit: 9th Aug 2011

Objectives:

· To understand the work of GSMT

· To get an overview of the CBR project area of GSMT

· To understand the issues faced by persons with disabilities in their village

10.00am – 11.30am
Interaction with the field staff at GSMT to know about their various programmes:
GSMT established 20 years ago, has 140 staff, the key areas of interventions include: 

· Health – Reproductive Child Health, HIV/ STI (sexually transmitted infection), ANC/ PNC

· Education – Formal, Non-formal, Child Rights, National Child Labour Programme

· Livelihood – Agriculture based – irrigation, Forest based – non timber forest produce, SHGs of farmers, women and youth, village development committee
· Women empowerment – SHGs, accessing SGSY/ SGRY
· Governance – capacity building of PRI Members

· CBR – Community Based Rehabilitation programme for persons with disabilities 

Discussed about the issues of persons with disabilities with staff members; opportunities of including/ addressing the issues of persons with disabilities in their existing development programmes
01.00pm to 04.00pm
Meeting with Village level DPO

Venue: Zilha Parishad School, Bhalar

Participants: 12 of the 22 persons with disabilities who are the members of the village level DPO, parents, community members, School teacher, GP member and Anganwadi Sevika 

Agenda of the Meeting:
1) Discussion about  problems faced by PWDs in their village
2) The activities undertaken by their village and DPO in addressing the issues
3) Advocacy actions at village and block level that the members/ DPO could take to address the issues faced by PWDs.

Highlights of the meeting:

1. The meeting started with the introduction of the group member.  
2. Some of the issues of persons with disabilities presented by the members include: 
a. ‘Sanjay Gandhi Niradhar Yojana’ – Disability Pension, Disability Certificate, 
b. No proper roads inside the village, no drains as a result the roads are slushy, 
c. Lack of access to toilets, 
d. Scholarship to undertake higher studies, 
e. Lack of ramps in schools/ Govt. offices
f. PWDs do not have access to ‘Beej Bhandwal’ scheme (this scheme is to promote Self Employment among educated unemployed persons)
g. Members wanted a place allotted by the Gram Panchayat for them to conduct their meetings

h. Heavy movement of lorry traffic due to the coal fields – resulting in unsafe road and badly damaged roads

Actions undertaken by the DPOs

1. The Village and Block level DPOs have presented and submitted their issues during the Gramsabha in respective Gram Panchayt. 
2. Similarly representatives from the DPOs met with the Block Development Officer and represented their problem. 
3. DPOs have visited village schools and 3 children with disabilities have been enrolled in school 

4. DPOs have visited the District Health Officer and discussed for making available medicines for persons with Mental Illness. 
5. Similarly the DPOs visited ‘Social Welfare Department’ and discussed the various schemes for persons with disabilities
6. 3 members of the DPO have stated their own business by accessing the loans from their group

Suggestions/ next steps
1. DPOs are formed to address the individual needs of the members, the collect needs of the DPOs and to address the issues of village development, employment/ livelihood opportunities for persons with disabilities
2. DPOs appeal to Western Coalfield Limited (WCL) to address the issues of road repair/ village development

3. For effective lobbying - CBR programme and DPOs develop a baseline data of the numbers of people in need of various services/ schemes/ programmes
4. Develop case-studies, DPOs lobby with the Govt. Total Sanitation Programme for selecting persons with disabilities who are in need of toilets in their houses

5. DPOs lobby with GSMT and other NGOs in accessing individual toilets for its members

6. Organize training programmes for DPOs on their Rights, Programme and Schemes

7. Ensuring the voices/ concerns of persons with disabilities are raised by DPOs at village/ block and district levels

Highlight of the Disability Advocacy Programme on 10th and 11th Aug 2011

Day 1: 10th Aug 2011

Objective of Day 1:
· To enhance the understanding of field staff and DPOs on issued around Disability, Discrimination and human rights.
· To reflect on the 6 month Advocacy Action-based on the presentation made by the DPO leaders

· To facilitate public interaction between DPOs care givers, Govt. officials, elected representatives and Resource Agencies in addressing the issues of person with disabilities and their care givers
Objective of Day 2:

· To enhance the understanding of field staff and DPOs on issued around Disability, Discrimination and human rights.

· To share information on the current developments related to disability and human rights and on how to involve the DPOs
· To identify specific action points and way of engaging DPOs in the follow-up ensure appropriate actions are undertaken

Highlights of Day 01

Date: 10th Aug 2011

Venue: Govt. (Municipality) School, No. 5 Wani, Dist. Yavatmal, Maharashtra. 
Members Present:
From the community

1. DPO leaders representing 4 cluster of GSMT field area total 28 Members present in this meeting

Government officials

1. Mr. Parkhe Nayab – Sub-Tahsildar

2. Mr. Sunil Watekar - SSA Block Coordinator 
CBR Forum Secretariat 

1. Mr. Mahesh, Advocacy Coordinator, CBR Forum

CBR Forum Partner NGOs and DPO representative
1. Mr. Jagdish Raut Project coordinator, CBR Project and 4 CBR Workers - Jaya, Satish, Rajesh and Tima Devi of Gramin Samassya Mukti Trust, Wani. Dist. Yavatmal
2. Mr. Poonaji Kapase  Project coordinator, CBR Project and Mr. Gajanan  DPOs leader from Naman Sewa Samiti, Athner, Dist. Baitul (MP)

3. Mr. Sandip Thakre Project coordinator, CBR Project and Mr. Pankaj Bonde DPOs leader, Gramin Adiwasi Samaj Vikas Sansthan, Sausar, Dist. Chindwada (MP)

Highlights of the day’s session:

1. Although it was proposed to start the session by 10am, as the representatives from the DPO/ community did not arrive on time, the session started by 12noon. Thereby we lost valuable time and the agenda was reworked
2. Mr. Jagdish, Project Coordinator of GSMT welcomed the gathering, this was followed by Self-Introductions and expectations
3. Introductory session by Mr. Mahesh: Background of the DAP, highlighted the aspects of Disability (social understanding – the need to address the barriers for participation/ opportunity) and Human Rights, the Persons with Disabilities Act, some of the schemes (at GP level, Bijbhandwal Yojana, Bus Pass renew), about Advocacy, DPOs and role of DPOs in addressing the issues of persons with disabilities and the community

4. Lunch Break

5. The DPO leader from GSMT made a presentation on the issues experienced by persons with disabilities in Wani: 

School/ Education

a. Children are not getting the required facilities under SSA – such as education and health check-up
b. In school – no facilities such as toilets for children

c. No ramps in school

d. Due to poor road facility for disabled children – they are unable to go to school.

e. Under SSA - Education department must recruit mobile teacher for Disabled child – at present in Wani block only 1 teacher is appointed. 7 post are still vacant from the last three years.

f. Parents of CWDs not in education committee in the village
Overall access and specific access to Water and Sanitation

a. Lack of cleanliness in village – no drainage and drain water flooding the village roads
b. Under Total Sanitation Programme –persons with disabilities have not benefited and the project villages have not been covered 

c. No ramps in Govt. building 

Access to Social Security

a. Block level certification camp need to be organized as many persons with disabilities do not have their Disability Identity Card/ Medical Certificates
b. Non-utilization of 3% schemes in GPs and in other Govt. schemes
c. Under 'Beej Bhandwal' scheme - PWDs must have Rs. 6000/- annual income - Due to this criteria the majority PWDs are unable to benefit – therefore the Govt. must increase annual income criteria 
d. Disability Pension for PWDs– village accountant not giving income certificate of Rs. 6000/- per annum
e. Include PWDs in BPL list

f. SGSY for PWDs

g. Bus pass not available to PWDs as per needs

Livelihood

a. No Job Cards for PWDs under NREGA

b. No support for PWDs in Banks

Health

a. Medicines for persons with Mental Illness and Epilepsy not available at block level
6. This was followed by interaction with Govt. officials from the Block Level - Sub-Thasildar - Mr. Parkhe and SSA Coordinator - Mr. Sunil Watekar

7. Highlights of the points mentioned by: Mr. Parkhe Sub Tahsildar
a. The block administration is planning a block level camp for PWDs through which they would like to make available the 'Sanjay Gandhi Niradhar Yojana' for each and every eligible PWDs. 
Question and Answers

a. Participants shared that PWDs never get positive response in the Govt. offices.

b. DPO members insisted to reserve one day in a month to address the grievances of PWDs 

c. Mr. Parkhe told that 'Sanjay Gandhi Niradhar Yojna' forms of PWDs should be submitted at the Tahsil Office.

8. Highlights of the points mentioned by: Mr. Sunil Watekar (BRC). He mentioned about the block level work of SSA. In which he told about the following points:
a. Training and camps has been organized through SSA.

b. Monthly Rs. 300/- stipend has been distributed to helper. 

c. Free education for PWD till 18 years old.

d. SSA provides services to CWDs after need base assessment through various survey.

Question and answer session

a. After the discussion on above points participants asked question that in our block there are 311 CWDs, there are 8 mobile teachers  approved through SSA but only one is working in our area
Decisions 

b. Mr. Sunil Watekar promised the appointment of new mobile teachers. He advised DPOs to send an appeal for appointment of mobile teachers 

c. Agreed to arrange parents training programme.

d. He asked the participants to complete the documentation required to ensure CWDs get helper stipend 
e. He promised that he will attend the meetings and try to solve the  problem faced by CWDs
9. This was followed by the presentation of "Advocacy Actions during the last 6 months by the DPO Federation Leaders from Madhya Pradesh – Mr. Gajanand, DPO Leader, Naman Seva Samiti and Mr. Kapse, CBR Coordinator, Naman Seva Samiti
10. Feedback from the participants and close of session

Highlights of Day 02

Date: 11th Aug 2011

Venue: Anandwan,  Warora 

Highlights of the day’s session:

1. Key Learning from Day 1

2. Session by Mr. Mahesh on Disability and Human Rights
a. ‘What are the needs of persons with disabilities?’ and ‘What are the needs of people in general?’ 

b. Discussion on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities – reference Articles mentioned in UNCRPD 

c. Link to Human Rights

d. Human Rights Principles of Dignity, Autonomy, Participation, Inclusion & Accessibility, Non-Discrimination & Equality, Respect for Difference

3. This was followed by the presentation of "Advocacy Actions during the last 6 months by the DPO Federation Leaders from Madhya Pradesh – Mr. Pankaj, DPO Leader, GASVS and Mr. Sandeep, CBR Coordinator, GASVS

4. Sharing experiences of DAP - Video on Disability Advocacy Programme at IRCDS 
5. Lunch

6. Group Discussion: Identifying major issues that needs to be addressed by DPO/ GSMT and other partners and agreeing on the action plan in the coming 6 months

7. Consolidated list of issues to be addressed in the coming 6 months as presented by the members are:
a. Block level certification camp

b. Disability Pension for all eligible PWDs

c. Appointment of Mobile Teachers under SSA

d. Medicines for Mental Illness 

e. Ensuring information available at GP Level

f. Develop linkages with - Media, Local Political leaders, People's Movement, DPOs

8. Presentation of video of LGSS – Interview with DPO Leader 
9. Date of next DAP – 4th & 5th Jan 2011

10. Vote of Thanks and close of session

Annexure – Agenda of the at GSMT, Yavatmal - 10th and 11th Aug 2011
Disability Advocacy Programme (DAP) at GSMT, Yavatmal
Venue: Govt. (Municipality) School, Wani 
On 10th and 11th Aug 2011
Agenda

	Day 1
	
	10th August 2011

	1
	12.00 noon
	Welcome: Mr. Jagadish, CBR Coordinator, GSMT
Review Agenda

Self-Introduction
Sharing of Expectations

	2
	12.15 pm
	Background of the workshop – Mahesh
· Introduction to the Disability Advocacy Programme

	3
	12.30 pm
	Rights Based Approach - Disability, Human Rights and Advocacy - Mahesh

· Understanding disability 

· What are Human Rights?

· Barriers to participation/ denial of rights

· Acts/ Policies/ Programmes

· What is Advocacy? 

	4
	01.30 pm
	Lunch

	5
	2.00 pm
	Listing out the issues identified by persons with disabilities  

	6
	2.30 pm
	Interaction with Block Officials:

Present

1. Sub-Thasildar – Mr. Parkhe

2. SSA Coordinator – Mr. Sunil Watekar

Absent

3. BEO – Mr. There

4. BDO – Mr. Lokhande

5. Bank Manager – Grameen Bank – 

6. Panchyat Samithi Sabhapathi – Mr. Somalkar

7. WCL?

	
	3.30pm
	Tea

	
	3.45pm
	Presentation by the DPO Federation Leaders from Madhya Pradesh on “Advocacy Actions during the last 6 months
1. Gajanand, DPO Leader, Naman Seva Samiti

2. Kapse, CBR Coordinator, Naman Seva Samiti

	9
	4.15 pm
	Feedback

Discuss about plans for Day 2

Consolidation

	10


	4.30 pm
	Close of Session


	Day 2
	
	3rd August 2011



	1
	09.30 am
	Key Learning from Day 1

	2
	10.00 am
	Session on and Human Rights – C. Mahesh

Needs & Rights of Persons with Disabilities (PPT on UNCRPD) 

Link to Human Rights

Human Rights Principles of Dignity, Autonomy, Participation, Inclusion & Accessibility, Non-Discrimination & Equality, Respect for Difference 

	3
	11.30 am
	Tea

	
	
	Session on and Human Rights – Continues



	4
	12.45 pm
	Presentation by the DPO Federation Leaders from Madhya Pradesh on “Advocacy Actions during the last 6 months
1. Pankaj, DPO Leader, GASVS

2. Sandeep, CBR Coordinator, GASVS

3. GSMT

	5
	01.00 pm
	Video of a TDAP @ IRCDS



	6
	01.30 pm
	Lunch


	
	02.15 pm
	Group Discussion:

Identifying 4 Major issues that needs to be addressed by DPO/ GSMT and other partners and agreeing on  the action plan in the coming 6 months


	7
	03.00 pm
	Video of a LGSS – Interview with DPO Leader



	8
	03.30 pm
	Date of next DAP – 4th & 5th Jan 2011
Vote of Thanks

Close of session
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