TDAP – UETS – 12th – 13th Nov 2010


Taluk Disability Advocacy Programme (TDAP)

Uma Educational and Technical Society, Manovikas Nagar
 Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh

On 12th and 13th November 2010

Documented by: Mary, Mahesh, CBR Forum and UETS

Place: IAS Officer’s Club Hall, Kakinada
Background of TDAP in UMVK Kakinada:

1. TDAP at UMVK Kakinada support by CBR Forum Bengalore.

2. This is the first time for Disability Advocacy Programme is being held for the DLI partners in East Godavari 
3. This meeting was jointly organized by UETS, Kakinada, DLI-CBR Partners of CBR Forum in East Godavari and ADD India
4. There were 45 representatives from the federations of the PWDs from different Mandals of East Godavari District participated in the meeting. 

5. Mr. C. Mahesh, Advocacy Coordinator, Ms. Mary, Officer, CBR Forum, Bangalore, Sri S. P. Reddy, Executive Director UETS, Kakinada, Mr. B. Murali, ADD India, Mr. John, ADD India participated as resource persons  

List of participants:

1. AFD – Murthy (CBR Coordinator) and Balaraju (DPO representative)

2. Cannossa Society – Banbu (CBR Coordinator) and Janardhan (DPO representative)

3. UETS – Gopal Rao, Girish (CBR Worker) and Raju, Srinivas, Dora Babu, Satyam (DPO representative)

4. SPS – Appalraju (CBR Coordinator) and Seshagiri (DPO representative)

5. Pragati – Durga (CBR Coordinator) and Ram Babu (DPO representative)

6. Arise  – Venkat (CBR Coordinator) and RamappaK (DPO representative)

7. CMSS, Lokanath

8. VISA - Oblesh

9. TAP, Vishakapatnam – Deviprasad

10. ADD India, Murali, John and DPO Representatives supported by ADD India - Mehaboob Nagar – 15, Chitoor – 2 and Vishakapatnam - 2

Highlight of DAP - Day -1 - 12th Nov. 2010:

· Session on Human Rights 
· Reflecting on PWD Act 1995

· Identifying issues to be included in the New Law 

Details of Day 1

Objective:

· To enable the participants to understand Human Rights; About Civil, Political, Socio, Economic and Cultural Rights

· To identify the gaps in the PWD Act 1995

· To suggest changes that needs to be part of the New Law on the Rights of PWDs

On 12th & 13th Nov’2010 the Disability Advocacy Program was organized by UETS Collaboration with ADD India and CBR Forum Bangalore.  Mr. C. Mahesh, Advocacy Program Coordinator from CBR was the Resource Person.

Mr. Mahesh started the programme by giving a brief explanation about Disability Advocacy Programmes across the country, since this is the first Disability Advocacy Programme in Kakinada, he mentioned about the most important issue, which would be covered in the two days Advocacy Programme, namely - New Law and Census. 
Mr. Mahesh gave a brief background on Rights and that the persons are Humans First. This was followed by a group discussion. (The participants were divided into 4 groups) and were asked to discuss and present on - What is the minimum requirement for a person to live life with dignity in the society? 
The group mentioned a variety of needs and requirements, which is required for the “Right to Life with Dignity”. Following this, Mr. Mahesh presented explained in detail about civil, political, socio economic and cultural rights. The participants were then asked to classify the needs/ requirements for their responses into civil, political, socio economic and cultural rights. 
After a comparative look of all the needs mentioned by the participants, Mr. Mahesh – further explained that these rights/ needs cannot be addressed in isolation – but for a person to live a life with dignity - all the needs/ rights are interlinked/ interconnected.  He mentioned that these needs – are Human Rights and are inexistence from the time of conception. He/she has the rights to be born; and right to live and after death also we have the rights to Dignity. He mentioned that all these rights are also part of the Constitution of India.

Following this, Mr. Mahesh explained about the different between Rights and Schemes.
After lunch the participants in groups were asked to discussion on: 

· What does 1995 PWDs Act says about the Rights (Civil, Political, Social, Economic and Cultural Rights)
· What are the difficulties faces by PWDs to get these Rights?

· What are you suggestions to overcome the difficulties?

Following the group discussions and presentations – many of the participants expressed that they were not fully aware of the provisions under the PWD Act 1995; some of them mentioned that the PWD Act focused more on Socio-Economic Rights – and did not mention in details the Civil, Political and Cultural Rights; they mentioned that no time frame for implementation, no budget allocation and no punitive action were part of the PWD Act.

Mr. Mahesh, then made a brief presentation on the UNCRPD – the guiding principles and the different sections in UNCRPD that covers the range of Civil, Political, Socio, Economic and Cultural Rights. 

Mr. Mahesh gave a background on the steps taken by Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment in formulating the New Law on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. He stressed on the slogan ‘Nothing About us with Us’ and the need for PWDs/ DPOs especially from the rural areas to participate in the discussions related to the New Law and convey their suggestions/ recommendations that need to be included in the New Law.

This was followed by Group Discussions, where the members expressed the points/ areas that need to be part of the New Law. 

Details of Day 2

Objective:

· To develop a press note on the demands of DPOs from Kakinada for the New Law
· To understand the Human Rights Frame work in achieving Social Change

· To develop an action plan of involving local PWDs/ DPOs from each of the Partner NGOs – to discuss on the New Law and develop the list of demands from the New Law

· To understand how the question on Disability has been addressed in Census 2011 and develop a plan of creating awareness in the community about Census and Disability 

· To identify common advocacy issues for the coming 6 months

Day 2 - 13th Nov. 2010
Highlight of Day 2:

· Developed a Press Note and circulated to the local media
· Presentation on Census 2011 and Disability
· How can we create awareness about Census 2011 and Disability
· Developed 6 month Advocacy Action Plans
Details of Day 2

The programme started at 9:30 a.m, Mr. Applaraju CBR Coordinator from Sat Prakash Sangh – made a brief presentation on the highlights of Day 1.  

A Press Note with the issues/ demands that needed to be included in the New Law (based on the Group Discussions of Day 1) was developed and circulated to some of the leading News Papers published from East Godavari. Kindly refer to Annexure 1 for the details of the Press Note. 

Following which Mr. Mahesh, presented the Human Rights framework for Social Change. This gave the participants a better understanding on the reason for organizing the Disability Advocacy Programme and the need for the DPOs to participate in the process of Social Change. 
The Work Plan of the Committee drafting the New Law was presented by Mr. Mahesh and a plan of action for conducting consultations at Partner NGOs involving the local DPOs was agreed upon.
Census 2011 and Disability:
Mr. Mahesh made a presentation on Census 2011 and on Question No. 9 on Disability. 
This was followed by an open session on gathering suggestion on how we can sensitize and create awareness in the community regarding Census 2011 and on the need get PWDs counted in the Census. Some of the suggestions from the group are:
· Street Play/Drama/Theater
· Writing in the local media, Radio Plays 

· Agenda in the Sangha meeting, Panchayat meeting
· Wall writing
· Distributing pamphlets;

· Awareness programmes in schools and colleges; Etc.

Developing the Specific Advocacy Action Points for the coming 6 months:
After the two days programme the Coordinators and DPOs leaders sat together and agreed upon the Specific Advocacy Actions Points for the Next 6 months. They are:.

1. Medicines for persons with mental illness

2. Doctors certificate for persons with multiple disabilities

3. Opening bank account for SHG – to access funds from NABARD

4. Job card, Jobs under NREGA

5. Insurance for PWDs

6. Appointment of trained teachers

7. Lobby of inclusion of non-negotiable in New Law from the partner NGO and compiling the same at District level – and sending the same to the Committee/ participation in the State level consultation in Dec 2010

8. Involving in the Census 2011 operations – creating awareness in the community/ training of enumerators

9. Lobby for vocational training for PWDs

10. Ensuring seats reserved for PWDs in Busses are made available

Conclusion:
Mr. S.P. Reddy gave the vote of thanks
Annexure 1

New Law for Persons with Disabilities

The Central Government had constituted a committee in April this year to amend the Persons with Disabilities Act 1995 and implement a New Law for the Persons with Disabilities. Till date, the Committee had met for four times. But till date no law has been made available to the public. It is to be noted that, in India 75% of the Persons with Disabilities are from the rural areas. But it is dishearting that this committee has not conducted adequate consultation meetings / discussions with the Persons with Disabilities living in the rural areas to get their opinion / needs. While formulating law for the PWDs, it is imperative that the concerned persons / representatives be given sufficient time to voice their opinion. This meeting was to bring forward few demands to be in the New Law (Demands enclosed).

Hence we request to the Government of Andhra Pradesh that the draft Disability law be published in Andhra Pradesh to get the opinion of the PWDs in all the Districts. There should be more representation for the representatives of the PWDs in the discussion to be held from 15th to 20th December 2010. It was requested of the Honourable Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh that adequate representatives be invited from all the Districts especially from the rural areas and recommends their demands to the Central Government for inclusion in the New Law.

This decision was made during the meeting conducted in Officer’s Club Hall, Kakinada on 12th & 13th November 2010. This meeting was jointly organized by UETS, Kakinada, Federations for the Differently Abled, DLI-CBR Partners of CBR Forum, Bangalore, ADD India.45 representatives from the federations of the PWDs from different Mandals of East Godavari District participated in the meeting. Mr. C. Mahesh, Advocacy Coordinator, Ms. Mary, Officer, CBR Forum, Bangalore, Sri S. P. Reddy, Executive Director UETS, Kakinada, Mr. B. Murali, ADD India Bangalore, Mr. John, ADD India were participated as resource persons and delivered the special speech.  

List of Demands as per the resolution made by the Disabled People Organization during TDAP programme held on 12th & 13th November 2010 at Kakinada

EQUAL PARTICIPATION

01. It is rights to all the persons with disabilities to aware the Acts & Legislation made for them by the Government, It is therefore, we demand that the New Draft Act on persons with disabilities should be printed in local languages and Government should take necessary steps to create awareness on same even in the rural areas.

02. The Government should take up all the necessary steps and conduct orientation programmes for the Panchayat, Mandal, and District level officers on the Rights & Advocacy for persons with disabilities. 

03. Establish counseling center at mandal level in view to protect the rights & legal aspects of the persons with disabilities.

HEALTH

04. As like 104,108 services maintain by the Government, 102 Emergency Medical facilities should be available exclusively for the persons with disabilities, so that we could also receive the emergency services at our own houses/ villages.

05. All the Agnawadi Centers should must provide the quality of Nutritious foods to the person’s with disabilities. 

06. The Government should provide suitable aids & appliances to the persons with disabilities within 01 month of date of submission of the Application at Mandal Level. 

07. The Government should appoint a Psychiatrist Doctor in every PHC and free medicines for the treatment & rehabilitation of the persons with Mental Illness. 

EDUCATION

08. It should be make provision for special trainings to the school teacher especially those who are teaching the children with disabilities.

09. The suitable teaching & learning materials should be available to teach the children with disabilities in every school. 

10. The important Acts & Legislations for persons with disabilities should be placed as one Lesson in the Syllabus of School going children. 

11. Should conduct sports & cultural events at School & College level for the persons with disabilities and encourage their participation at level as like normal counterparts. 

12. All the Educational & Technical Institutions should make provision for reservation of at least 10% of seats to the persons with disabilities and create a barrier free environment. 

LIVELIHOOD 

13) It should make the provision to all types of disabilities especially women with disabilities & multiple disabilities from rural areas & below poverty line family should get employment 250 days in NREGA scheme of Government.

14) Should form a Srama Sakthi Sangam of persons with disabilities and provide the suitable works based on their capabilities in the NREGA scheme. 

15) Approximately 3-10% reservation should be provided in all the employment in Private and Government sectors for the persons with disabilities. 

16) Government should establish vocational training center for the persons with disabilities at Mandal level. 

17) As like ST, ST, BC, there must be provision of 50% subsidy on every loans to the Self-Help - Groups of persons with disabilities.

OTHERS 

18) Must be implement atrocity (SC & ST) cases for insulting and dishearten to the persons with disabilities. 

19) Provide reservation to the persons with disabilities in all the political elections from Grama Panchayat to Member of Parliament Election. 

20) If more than one person with disabilities in family, then it should be consider as Below Poverty line family (poorest of the poor). 

21) Should provide barrier free environment in all the Transportation mode and agencies.

22) The persons with disabilities together with the normal persons should by elected as co- option numbers in the local bodies and corporations.

23) The persons with disabilities must be a member in all the Mandal & District level Developmental Planning Committees.

(S. P. Reddy)

                                                                                       Convener, 
DLI CBR – E.G.Dist.
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