Visit report of Mr. Mahesh and Mr. Venkatesh from CBR FORUM, Bangalore
Proceedings of 5th and 6th November 2007 visit
Mr. Mahesh and Mr. Venkatesh from CBR Forum visited IRCDS, Tiruvallur, Tamil Nadu (partner of CBR Forum and Caritas Germany) on 5th and 6th November 2007 for field support.

Day1 (5th November 2007):
Morning discussions had with the Disability Project team of IRCDS by MR. Mahesh and Mr. Venkatesh. 

The following members present in the meeting:

Caritas Germany funded project – 6 staff members 
CBR Forum funded project – 3 staff members 
One field staff working in the project area 
Project supervisor Mr. Stephen 
Executive Secretary Mr. Titus
Mr. Stephen shared the progress of the interventions made in the area of advocacy and lobbying for the past five months. The progress is herewith enclosing as annexure I. 

The CBRF team explained about the purpose of this visit, two days plan, and aim for conducting orientation to Govt. officials in Tiruvallur District. 

Mr. Mahesh shared the draft presentation prepared by him with the staff team. Based on the views and suggestion of the team the presentation was fine tuned. Photos of local situation (shooted by IRCDS) added in the appropriate places in the Power Point Presentation.
Afternoon, 2.00 p.m the orientation programme conducted for the Govt. Department officials at the conference hall, District Collectorate, Tiruvallur. There are 105 officials took part in the orientation. District Collector, Dr. Rajendrakumar I.A.S chaired the programme. He was present in the meeting from beginning to end. Mr. Stephen welcomed the gathering and given introduction about the purpose of the orientation. Mr. Mahesh made the presentation and facilitated the programme. 

The categories of participants are as follows:

· District Revenue Officer

· Project Officer (District Rural Development Agency)

· Deputy Collectors
· Thasildars / their representatives

· Block Development Officer / their representatives

· District Disabled Rehabilitation Officer

· Joint Director of Health

· Deputy Directors of Health

· Line Department Heads / their representatives

(Bank, Agriculture, Horticulture, Panchayat, etc.)

· PWD Leaders (12 PWDs from the project area)
· IRCDS project team

Main highlights of the presentation was

· Acts related to PWDs and Mental Health 

· Highlights of PWD Act, 1995

· Status of implementation of PWD Act in Tiruvallur District (things done and not done)
As concluding remarks District Collector appreciated the initiative of IRCDS and CBRF and suggested the Govt. officers to take steps to implement the Act and advised the officers to provide barrier free environment for PWDs in public places and Govt. buildings. He thanked Mr. Mahesh for his nice and very informative presentation. Mr.Titus, Executive Secretary of IRCDS proposed vote of thanks. 
After the programme, CBRF team reviewed the programme with the PWD leaders and staff team and need for follow up with the respective departments. Then the staff team and PWD leaders along with CBRF team met the DDRO at his office and had interacted about the follow up of the orientation programme and shared the concerns each other.

2nd Day (6th November 2007):

Mr. Stephen met the press reporters individually and shared the orientation programme details with the local press reporters of Tiruvallur (next day the news was published in the leading dailies like Dianmani, Dinakaran). Around 9.30 a.m the training programme started for the PWD leaders on Federation concept. Mr. Venkatesh from CBR Forum and Mr. Stephen facilitated the programme with the help of Power Point presentation. 22 vibrant PWD leaders participated (Kadambathur and Tiruvallur blocks) in the programme. Games also introduced among the trainees to explain about the need and importance of SHGs and leaders for strengthening the federation. Federation leaders clarified their doubts regarding federation structure and mode of bank operation. Mr. Venkatesh also shared the other federation achievements. 
Finally, Mr. Titus thanked Mr. Nicholas, Director of CBRF and Mr. Mahesh / Mr.Venkatesh for extending very valuable sfield level support. 
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