030807 TDAP - COD Kerala - incomplete

Taluk level Disability Advocacy Programme (TDAP) 

Visit Report to COD, Tamaraserry, Kerala
Dates of visit – 3rd and 4th Aug 2007
Members visited – Mahesh and Penchlaiah

Highlight of the visit 

Day1

1. 60-70 PWDs and their families from 3 panchyats of Tamaraserry, Korachundu and Chakutapara participated in this event

2. During the session, Mahesh facilitated sessions on Understanding the needs of PWDs, Mainstreaming, CBR, Identification of problems and on how to use the PWD Act to ensure the realization of their rights

3. The list of needs/ demands were developed by the group 
4. This document was later used to brief the Govt. officials on the issues faced by PWDs on Day 2 and also used to draft a press-statement
5. Interviews with PWDs were recorded on video for MISEREOR
Day2

1. 11am – In continuation with the TDAP session on Day1 we had a meeting with the Govt. Officials in which we had representatives from the DIC (Dist. Industries Corp.), KSHDC (Kerala State Handicap Development Cooperation), Mr. Vincent from VIMHANS, Block Education Officer, Community Health Centre, President of the Rotary Club

2. 2pm - We had a meeting with the Staff of COD
The following are the agreed plan of action for the next 3 months that was discussed on the 4th of Aug 2007. 
The objective of this meeting was to “To strengthen the advocacy strategy of the CBR Programme”
Members present: Fr. Joseph, Mr. Benny and the CBR Staff of COD
1. Based on the issues raised during the 3rd and 4th, COD to facilitate the SHGs/ Federations to write letters and follow-up the individual demands/ needs to different departments – such as Civil Supplies, Kerala Road Transport, Dist. Health Office, Education Dept./ Sarva Siksha Abhiyan, Dist. Industries Corp., Kerala State Handicap Persons Welfare Corportation, IMHANS, KSEB (Electricity Board), Social Welfare Department and marking copies of the same to the Dist. Collector, Social Welfare Dept. and Commissioner Disabilities Commissioner Disabilities.

2. Identify persons from Kerala who could train further on the use Right to Information Act (RTI).

3. Use the guideline on RTI that is specific to addressing the needs of PWD that I had earlier sent to COD and use the same to facilitate the SHG/ Federations to write letters to the Public Information Officer from 3 Panchyats, asking for specific information on the following:

a. Please intimate for the period of 2007-08 the poverty alleviation schemes in operation for disabled, SC/ST, economically backward classes/ women

b. For the specified period 2007-08:  For each of the schemes mentioned above please intimate the allocation of funds in Rupees.

c. For each of the schemes please intimate the procedure and eligibility required for applying for benefits

d. For the specified period 2007-08:  Please specify if the minimum 3% of funds have been allocated for persons with disabilities in the schemes mentioned above.

e. For the specified period 2007-08:  Please mention the plans that are in place to utilize the 3% funds for the benefit of persons with disabilities

f. For the specified period 2007-08:  Please mention how many persons with disabilities have already been benefited

g. For the specified period 2007-08:  Please mention the unutilized amount under each of the schemes that is available for persons with disabilities.

4. With the SHGs/ Federations - use the responses from the panchyat to initiate appropriate advocacy related actions

5. In all the 3 panchyats, conduct training sessions for SHGs/ Federations on specific chapters under the PWD Act

6. COD to come up with specific plans for the inclusion of PWDs in the existing development programes of COD – some of which could be changes in the selection policies, ensuring inclusion of PWDs in the awareness programmes, making communication material available to PWDs in appropriate form.

7. Request, COD to forward the DFID study on “The Exclusion of People with Disabilities from HIV Programmes in India” the yahoo group setup by ADB-NGO Competence Network. I would be happy if you could included me in this yahoo group – my email id is Mahesh.cbrforum@gmail.com 

In addition, based on my visit, I send the following responses:

1. Please inform the respective CBR staff that - I am making enquiries to get the admission details at JSS Polytechnic for Mr. Ajmal Mohammed, s/o Mrs. Fathima Mohammed, who has completed his 12th and has hearing impairment – I can get back with the details in a week’s time.

2. I have asked Ms. Julien from our office to forward the report of the study commissioned by DFID on “The Exclusion of People with Disabilities from HIV Programmes in India”. Kindly send me a email on receipt of this report.

3. COD could explore the collaboration with Parivaar – the parent group for persons with mental retardation – as this is an important need for parents like Mr. Varghese, Kurachundu (Father of Mr. Ranjit) and many others… 

Mr. J.P. Gadkari, 

Parivaar, 

KPAMRC (Karnataka Parents Association for Mentally Retarded Citizens), 

AMC Compound, Off Hosur Road, 

Near Kidwai Memorial Hospital, 

Bangalore – 560029

Tel: 080-2656408/ 26563267

Email: jpkpamrc@vsnl.net and pmagindia@dataone.in 

Reported by: C. Mahesh
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