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Taluk level Disability Advocacy Programme (TDAP) – Session on PWD Act
Visit Report to GASS, Kortegara Taluk, Tumkur, Karnataka
Dates of visit – 17th Aug 2007

Members visited – Mahesh and Dr. Mani Kaliath
Highlight of the visit 

1. Dr. Mani Kaliath the Chairperson of CBR Forum accompanied us in this visit
2. The TDAP was conducted in the new field area of GASS covering 30 villages in Kortegara Taluk

3. As this was a new field area, instead of facilitating an Adalath as part of TDAP, we did a session on ‘Understating the PWD Act and its linkage to our life’

4. 50-60 PWDs from the SHGs of Kortegara Taluk participated in this session

5. During the inaugural session we had representatives from different Govt. departments and they shared their schemes and programmes and on how PWDs can benefit from these schemes/ programmes.

6. Some of the members of the Govt. who were present were – Mr. Nagaraj – Thasildhar, Mr. Gowda from Akshara Dasoha (Mid-day meal) programme, Taluk Health Officer, Veterinary Department, Forest Dept., Fisheries Dept., Social Welfare Dept., Silk Board, BEO, CDPO 

7. Following the inaugural session – Mahesh facilitated a session on:

a. Story of Gopal and Govind

b. Understanding the needs of PWDs 

c. What are your rights

d. Difference between Rights and Schemes

e. About PWD Act

f. Group Discussion on different chapters under the PWD Act – Education, Health, Non-Discrimination, Social Security

g. This was following by a discussion on “Is the PWDs Act linked to our lives” “It yes, How?” 

Outcome:

1. This was the first time that PWDs and their SHGs from Kortegra go together to know and discuss about the PWD Act

2. The members felt more confident and understood the issues related to disability and discrimination

3. The members came to know about the different schemes and programmes of the Govt.

4. The members and staff of GASS have renewed their commitment to use the PWD Act to ensure the realization of their rights 

Reported by: C. Mahesh
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