Visit Report to COD 18th and 19th Oct 2006

Taluk level Disability Advocacy Programme (TDAP) 

Visit Report to Uma Mano Vikas Kendra, Kakinada, Andhrapradesh

Dates of visit – 9th and 10th May 2007

Members visited – Mahesh and Venkatesa Reddy

Highlight of the visit 

9th May 2007

1. Facilitated sessions on ‘Advocacy’ and ‘Self Help Groups’ for approximately 40-50 PWDs and the families from SHGs formed by UMVK. 

2. The objective of the session was to: 

a. To enhance the understanding on Disability and the need for Mainstreaming

b. To enhance the understanding on Advocacy, Lobbying/ Campaigning

c. To enhance the understanding on the concept of ‘Self Help Groups’

3. Following this session the participants identified key areas for advocacy. Some of which included:

a. The District hospital under scoring the percentage of disability

b. The Medical certificate issued with a seal that reads ‘Not for Medico-Legal Purposes’ – in the process the seal was in fact nullifying the validity of the certificate

c. Lack of access to public building such as the DC’s office – cattle traps at the gate and steps makes it impossible for persons with disabilities to self-represent their case with the DC

d. Lack of physical access in schools for children with disabilities

e. Lack of inclusion of their Mandal in the IKP project as a result PWD do not have access to resources/schemes/ programmes

f. Lack of employment opportunities for PWDs

g. Banks not encouraging SHGs of PWDs to open bank accounts in their bank

h. SHGs of Women with Disabilities unable to access the DWCRA schemes

i. Lack of vocational skill training programme for PWDs

4. From amongst the participants few of the PWDs were identified to develop a memorandum and express these issues during the meeting with the local elected representatives and officials at the Mandal and Panchyat levels that were planned on the following day.

10th May 2007

1. UMVK had organized a meeting of the representatives from the SHGs of PWDs with the local elected representatives and officials – they included Mr. A. Bullabbai Reddy, MLA, Samapara Constituency, Mr. Srinavas President of Gram Panchyat, MDO (Mandal Development Officer) of Samalkota, MEO (Mandal Executive Officer) and the Head Master from a local high school.

2. PWDs from the SHGs presented the issues mentioned above and also submitted the copy of the memorandum to the dignitaries.

3. The dignitaries present have assured to extend their full support to PWDs from their Mandal.

4. The MLA has assured to raise the issue of “Non-inclusion of their Mandal in IKP programme” in the legislative assembly.

Agreed Plan of Action with Mr. S.P. Reddy, UMVK

1. A small group of PWDs will represent their issues to the DC on 14th of May 2007

2. In the next 3 months, UMVK will facilitate similar session at village levels with the SHG on Advocacy and present their issues to the local leaders. And these sessions will be well documented

3. The learning’s for the village level sessions will feed into organizing a district level workshop by the SHG of PWDs in Sep/ Oct 2007 in which Elected representatives and Govt. officials will be invited. 

4. It was suggested that UMVK staff and community undergo a training session on Right to Information Act (RTI) and using the same to get information on schemes and programmes for PWDs.

One of the resources found from the Internet is:

Lok Satta / Foundation for Democratic Reforms 

401,Nirmal Towers, Dwarakapuri Colony, Panjagutta Hyderabad-82, India 

Tel: 91-40-23350790/ 23350778, Fax: 91-40-23350783 

Email: loksatta@satyam.net.in, url: www.loksatta.org 

Documented by: C. Mahesh, Advocacy Coordinator

Date: 15th May 2007
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