Visit Report to COD 18th and 19th Oct 2006

Taluk level Disability Advocacy Programme (TDAP) 

Visit Report to Uma Mano Vikas Kendra, Kakinada, Andhrapradesh

Dates of visit – 17th and 18th Jan 2008
Members visited – Mahesh and Penchalaiah
Highlight of the visit 

17th Jan 2008
Field Visit

Discussions with members of 3 SHGs in Kovur (Kakinada Rural) in the morning
· Vijaya Vikalang Shakti Sangham 13 out of the 13 members were present

· Jyothi Vikalang Sangham – 6 out of 10 members were present

· Helen Keller Sangham – 2 out of 10 members were present

· In addition - The President or the Gram Sarpanch, MPTC, Health Worker, Representative from NREGA programme and staff of UMVK were present

· The discussions were centered around the status of persons with disabilities in the community in general and the status of the persons with disabilities who are the members of the Sangham, the activities taken up by the Sanghams, the linkages that the Sanghams have established in the community, the issues/ challenges 

· There were 65 persons with disabilities in Kovur and it was observed that 35 persons with disabilities were the members of the different Sangham here.

· Earlier persons with disabilities were not recognized but today there has been a definite change because of a number of reasons – access to education, employment opportunities, access to mobility aids and greater visibility of persons with disabilities in the community as a result of community awareness programmes such as rally, street plays ets.

· The Sanghams have established good rapport with other community resources.

· The Sanghams are participating and are being invited to the monthly Gram Panchyat meeting – the Gram Sarpanch is very supportive of the Sanghams

· The MPTC – is committed and interested to ensure persons with disabilities receive the benefit from the different development schemes

· Most of the members of the Sangham have access to the social security schemes such as pensions.

· Under the NREGA – a special drive is being undertaken to ensure persons with disabilities are getting the job cards

Discussions with members of 2 SHGs in Chandrapalayam (Samalkota Rural) in the afternoon

· 16 members from 6 Sanghams participated in this discussions - Spandana -3 , Chandamamma - 6, Mother Theresa - 1 , Sri Lakshmana - 2, Uma – 3 and Velugu - 1
· The members of the Sanghams have been part of the rally during 3rd Dec and have accessed schemes such as bus pass, train pass, job cards under NREGA
Agreed Plan of Action with Mr. S.P. Reddy, UMVK

1. A small group of PWDs will represent their issues to the DC on 
Documented by: C. Mahesh, Advocacy Coordinator

Date: 21st Feb 2008
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